Comment
Carotidynia is a throbbing pain exacerbated by palpation in the area of the carotid bifurcation. It was first considered to be distinct from idiopathic cervical pain and introduced in the classification of cephalic disorders in 1988. Nevertheless, carotidynia was withdrawn in 2004 because of a controversy about its relative lack of specificity. It was no longer considered to be a disease but merely a common symptom of various diseases comprising carotid dissection, vasculitis, trigeminal neuralgy, thyroiditis, sialadenitis, cervical arthrosis and infectious processes. Recent literature, however, reaffirmed carotidynia as a distinct pathological entity with structural abnormalities and characteristic radiological findings. Doppler ultrasound, Computed Tomography, MR, [ 18 F] fluorodeoxyglucose positron-emission tomography and hybrid associated modalities have illustrated an abnormal amorphous enhancing soft tissue surrounding the carotid bifurcation and the proximal internal carotid suggesting an inflammatory adventitial process. A recent large multi-centric study introduced the new term "TIPIC syndrome" for "Transient Perivascular Inflammation of the Carotid artery syndrome" to better characterize the entity [1] .
TIPIC is rare but probably underdiagnosed and its pathogenesis remains hypothetical. An inflammatory process of unknown origin, a reaction to certain drugs, a variant of large-vessels vasculitis or a reaction being part of an autoimmune process are considered.
The most striking feature is a unilateral (and rarely bilateral) eccentric perivascular infiltration at the level of bifurcation with a median thickness diameter of 5 mm and a median length of 20 mm. Most patients have no associated carotid stenosis. Self-limited associated soft plaque may be present in half of patients and might be induced by the healing phase of the inflammatory process. Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs and high doses of aspirin are the classical treatment, usually leading to a complete relief of pain in a median delay of 13 days. 
